[Cavernous angioma of falx cerebri; case report].
A first case of cavernous angioma of falx cerebri is reported. A 62-year-old woman who had a history of intermittent headache and dizziness was admitted to our hospital. On admission she had no neurological deficit, but CT scan showed a slightly high density tumor located beneath the falx cerebri. This was markedly and homogeneously enhanced by contrast medium. MRI showed a tumor with low intensity in T1-weighted image and high intensity speckled with low intensity in T2-weighted image. Angiogram revealed a faint tumor-stain fed by the bilateral pericallosal arteries at middle arterial to late venous phases. With the tumor attached to the lower edge, the falx was totally removed through a left front-parietal craniotomy. Histologically the tumor was diagnosed as cavernous angioma and thought to have originated from the dura mater of the falx. A search in the literature revealed that only 7 cases of extracerebral cavernous angiomas excluding ones in the middle cranial fossa have been previously reported. Five of them were located at the tentorium cerebelli and two at the convexity. The MRI finding such as speckled mixed intensity may reflect the vascular lumens or their thromboses in the tumor. Angiographic finding such as faint tumor stain at middle arterial to late venous phases due to slow blood flow in the tumor are thought to be specific to intracranial cavernous angiomas. These findings are of particular importance in differentiating cavernous angiomas from meningiomas.